SATURBAY, hOVEMBES 1. 2

Is love just a click away?

SUSAN SCHWARTE
THE GAZETTE

1 Isabelle Ganthber, an onl
going Montreal human-
resources director whose
face brings to mind Kim
been reluctant
o rrynnhup dating, it was “he-
eause | thought 1 weuld meeta
bunchof losers.”

Still, she agroed 1o join He
senuContact last December fora
two-week trial - at the sugges-
than of a friend who warks for
the Quebecor company that
managas the site, Netgraphe,

The final day of the trinl pert
od, Gauthier entered one of the
site’s chat roons “and this guy
started to talk fo me™ She
checked out his profile - vou can
click on the profile once you see
an onling name - and liked that
b Joved miusic and sparts. They
exchanged photos and “when I
saw his snile, [ went “Wow!" ™

Owver lunch a few days later,
“the connection was greaf
gushed Gauthier, 30, They have
been a couple since. In Seprem-
ber. they moved in together

Such siories are becoming in
creasingly common as online
datin takes its place as one nvl'
the hottest areas of Inb
tivity - and, in the process,
sheds its image as the exclusive
dhormiin oF compuier gecks and
the socially challenged,

Mare than 78 million Canadi-
ans visihad online personals or
dating Web sites in September,
aceording to the Web-tracking
service. Media Metrix
Canada - an increase of &) per

went sinee Last Oebober The fig

ure represents 45 per cent of the

entire online population, and

W £iles e on eich month.
‘What

happened?

Omline dating success stories
egamn to civculate, for onie
word of mouth is a big thin
unl:nedanng sald Reymond
Reid of business devel-
comSrore Modia

opment for
Metrix 5

As we've come to rely on the
Intermet more in our daily lives
= we bank online and buy books
and make travel plans - going
online is no longer cons idered
an “out there™ way o meet peo-
ple, said Steve Mossop, a sendor
viee-president al market re
searcher Ipsos-Redd.

As Rebecca, a thirtysome-
thing former Montresder whose
brother is married 1o a woman
he met online, put I tend to
think i o ndee, normal person.
And if I'm an this thing. who s
o say there aren’l other nice,
normal, decent people on it

She acknowledges, though,
that she was hesitunl about
putting her profile online - so
hesitant that she didn't want to
b iddentificd by name for this
plece. “I'd heard stories,” she
eaid Stovies like the hushand of
a pregoant friend running off
with a woman he met online. A
mpomth later, he bepged his wife
i bk him bk She said no.

- To b sure, there are liars m—

tioned: “On the Net, nobody .

knows you're a dog" - along
“with losers and duds

Former Montrealer Stephany
Crow ey, anthor of e soon Go
be-published E-dating Secrets:
How to Surf for Your Perfect
Lowve Mateh on the Internet, e
calls falling in bove over some 50

7.8 MILLION CANADIANS HIT THE NET IN SEARCH OF A DATING PARTNER IN SEPTEMBER.
SUDDENLY, THE ONLINE PERSONALS ARE NO LONGER THE DOMAIN OF LOSERS

Christian Bélanger was about to give up on his Intternet search when he connected with Chantal Boulé on ReseauContact

hours worth of phone conversa-
tion with a fellow she met enline
He flew in for a weeckend and
confessed his love over dinner -
only to blow her off, via e-mail,
once he was back home: she'd
fod him muffins and a sticky rice
dessert, it soems, and he feared
sueh e would condlict with his
wrish o be on the Atkins diet.
“And it has been n) xpeari

“The guy who claims to be 511
or 6 foot 18 uswally more Like 57
in person. “I'm a tall woman
wha could learn to love a short-
er min - bud Lean't love  liae™
Srill, for people who are Iook-
b, to conneet with semeone
and whe have had it with blind
dates, the har scene and set-ups
Ty firiends, online dating has its
am?antas\es The Internet has
put peogle in tonch with people
they'd erwise not come
acress because they are not part
of t ir malurdP said P‘ml

OO

Recently, said Anne, a
fiftysomething divorcée, I met
a compassionate. intelligent

and fascinating guy | never
would have met if not through
this medium *

The dating proeess, when you
think about it, is nefficient, said
Gallveei “It's me-intensive. it's
oomtly - and you conkd be at Lhe
same party as the girl of your
dreams and never meet har

Indeed, online dating gives
shy types an edge. "Friends who

Stephany Crowley offers advice on har Web site.

don't Jook lke Tom Crise have
at least been able (o put their
best foot forward,” said Robert
Sorcka, a professor of market-
g and organizathonal behay.
iour at McGill andl Concordia
unhversities.

ot only do we ssnoe Hime, m-
ergy und money, bt there s ne
other place in the world where
you can be introduced to that
many  pote dates.” said
Crowley, who likes to say that
online dating has introduced
her to more than 17,000 men.

People can refine and focus
their searches online in ways
they never could offline. Profil-
Ing and compatibility rating sys-
tems havve improved vastly sinee
online services were launched
im 1986 or 19847 and most have a
score or mare of criteria. from
Income to what kind of relation-
ship you're after, to wlw.lll!r o
have, or want, childn:

As well as Ianmslles Like Ya-
hoo! Personals, Lavalife and
Match com, there's 8 runge of
niche shes, bazed on attributes
roen reiggihon (I ke Ingehoreh)
o sexum] orientation (ayeom).

Online dating provides a mea-
st of securily wned control ofh
er dating doesn’t. Users can
browse and post profiles free of
charge, generally, the meter
starts only when they want 1o be-
gin communicating. And people
o sty anonymous o s long
s they like. When they met on-
line through Yahoo!Personals,
Al LeBooud knew Laura Lick
e only as shewolfofthenorth,

{thout going on @ bl
dxle jeopardizing a business
o bars.”

The 48-year-old civil servant's
search for an employed non
smoker in a 128 kdlometre radius
of her Ottawa-area home within
Fower years of her age turned up
LeBoeuf in Massena, N 'Y When,
after a week of messaging, they
met for hreakfnst halfway be-
tween their homes, he'd wadhed
his car and brought a sheaf of
roses for her. “I felt the chem
istry right away - und 1 think he
did, too,” she recalled. They
were isrried lust weekend

Still, as much as a site can

"The guy who
claims to be 5-11
or b foot is usually
more like 5-7."

Stephany Crowley

help match people who seem
coumpatibile, no computer ean di
vine chemistry

Scotlabank manage: CIu'LsI

a divorced father of two dangh-
tors, wos philsophical He
Junew whan he wanted in a part-
ner and believed his initial on-
line experiences wers “probo
bly to prepare me o accept dis-
crepancies between my list and

four pmﬁles he'd bookmarked
as “favourites” from among
hose he'd checked oul. The sin
glemather of two daughters and
ownier of the Westmount home-
decor shop Vie de Campagne,
Boulé, 46, was busy with work
an fucky with love
She'd gone valine to look for
someone who, like her, enjoys
vutdoor life. “But nothing was
happening - and | was about to

W
scription, Délanger's profile
popped up. A golf fanatic, he'd
chosen polfou as his online
name. I locked at his picture
and wondered: Ts this person
ening to play a role in my Life?™

She liked his eyes, she re-

1am Bélanger was
woman with whom he' ex-
changed sorinets on RessauCon-
et @ French lnguoag e Bt
when they met, she had on
i clothes and sat way too
close for his comfort. Anether
woman he met online turned
oul, in persom, to have such a
e virire vl sanehs oo shoul
ders that he wondered whether
she was not, n fact, 3 man.
Somumme else might have giv
en up. But 48-year-old Bélanger,

ealled,

s wes s - vt bk plagfil

side. One dinner led to another -

and to a courtship. The couple

announced their engagement

last Christmas and they were
ed i

in July
Thal day, RescauContact got
00 new members.

sschwartz@
thegazette. canwest.com

to be availabie bownd amd on
line through her Web site
wwwe-datingeperts.com.

SUSAN SCHWARTZ She's currently exploringa  Her advice inchudes
THE GAZETTE relationship with o man she  Know what you are looking for.
met onling this vear - whomay  Define your “must-haves and
Even thotgh Stephany Crowley  just boThe One your can't-possibly-stands.”
wats vaosbed Hisdthe on the HIlL by In studying ooline dating  Onee you have defined what
the Hill Times, the sociable and  sites and listening to other peo-  you're looking for. it gets sasier
outgning deputy press secretary  ple's  stories, Crowley has  fowriteoff what you don't want.
o former Alllanee leader Stock:  learned a pood deal about what  If you are a woman, practice
well Day couldn't get a date to  shs t edating  “need-to-knew.” That means
the annual Partiamentary Press - enough tocoach people inper-  thers are things you need to
Gallery dinner: son and by phone inselectinga know - and men don®t - ulti
Sowhen an ad for online dat-  site, narrowing down whoand — mately for reasons of personal
img popped up on her computer,  what they're looking for and  safiety (For more on safe online
she responded. Neardy two  teaching them to write profiles  deting, check out the Web site

vears later, Crowley, a thir- properiy wwwsaferdating com)
tysomething single mother and She is putting the finishing  Ask lots of questions. “The
former Montrealer, has been in-  touches on a how-tp book about  beautifiul thing about online dat-
trul e to more than 15,000  cnline dating, E-dating Secrets,  ing is that there s implied par-

mission to do this,” Crowley
said. She has no qualms amut

CANADA'S TOP 10
DATING SITES

1. Lavalife.com, with three cate-
gories: Dating. relationships and in-
timate encounters. 2.4 millien fits in
September

2. MeeatiC.com, with
subscribers all over the world.
1.9 miffion hits.

3. Emode.com, which includes all
kindks of fun quizzes. 17 milion hits

4. Match.com allows users to
post a mini-photo album with
up to 25 pholos. 34,000 hies

5. MatchNet.com provides ac-
cess to other sites, including
AmericanSingles.com and
Jate.com, a Jewish singles net
work. 425,000 hits

& Capersonadsyahanom s the
‘Yahoo!Personals site in Canada.
420,000 hits

7. Imatchup.com. like mast otfer

sities, features sweet testimoni=
als. 420,000 hits

8. Amourewc.com s 2 French
language site. 385,000 hits

5. Friendfinder.com calls itself

the world's largest dating and
social network. 385,000 hts

COMSCORE MEDLY METRIX CANADR

Tips from the “Hottie on the Hill’

a long-distance online commee:
tion. Crowley redated the storyo
a woman who married a man
she met online, only to find ool
his ex-wifee died under mysteric
‘oS circumstances.
Allow no more than about 90
days to close the online “gét (0
know each other” deal to 4 first
date in person. “If you dragon
with [eiendly chatting sned
phone calls and don't get ton
first date, one or both of you will
Iose interest or things will sim-
ply et too awkward, * she sald.
For information about E-dating
or for information about

her e-dating umwr!ﬂty‘ visit
Stephany Crowley's We
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